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‘In 1859, when the allied English and French troops burnt
the Yuan Ming Yuan in Peking, one of the soldier discovered a
box of manuscript in Chinese which had been carefully preserved
by the imperial family. Seeing that they contain pictures the
soldier presented them to Miss Lypia from whom I secured the
same.

In translating them I found that they represented the
predictions of a Chinese prophet with reference to the rise,
the fall, the tranquility, and the turbulence of China.
Everything was very plainly written. The emperors of the past
dynasties prohibited their publication for they might disturb
the minds of the people and lead to bad consequences.

It is indeed our good fortune that they had come into our
country and that we may study them. These lines are written as
an introduction. Macon (1867)’
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